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October 2011                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Dear Parents,  

The first few weeks of school have passed very quickly, but we have accomplished a great deal!   I am so pleased with our class.  They are enthusiastic and excited about learning.
We have discussed the coming year in some detail in class, but I wanted to send home some information about Reading.  The Reading Program will consist of independent reading, Vocabulary, Literature Circles, and two book reports per term. 
Independent reading will be 40% of their reading grade.  For an A in this portion of their grade, they need to read a minimum of 70 pages at home each week.  This amounts to ten pages each day including weekends.  (Students have a daily homework assignment to read for 20 minutes, so I expect most should be able to read more than the assigned pages.)   Students should be reading novels of at least 100 pages. Shorter novels should be approved first.  I have given each student a bookmark to record the date and pages they read each day.  (Extra copies are in our classroom library.)  Bookmarks are collected each Friday so I can check that at least the required 70 pages have been read for the week.  Bookmarks are returned to students before they leave from class at the end of the day unless the bookmark is signed, indicating the book has been finished and the student has discussed the book with a parent.  The title, author, and number of pages will then be recorded in the reading log that I keep in class for grading purposes.
Books students read for Independent Reading must be on the Accelerated Reader list and should be at their approximate reading level.  Students should check the book level at arbookfind.com before they begin a new book.  Books in my class library are already labeled with the book level.  Students will be taking reading comprehension and vocabulary tests in class on each Accelerated Reader book they finish.  
Our classroom reading program also includes daily Literature Circles.  Students will be in groups of 4 or 5 and will discuss the books they read together in class.
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter.  I will post it on my classroom webpage at rsarts.com for your future reference.  Please stop after school or email me at jhansen@rsarts.org if you have any questions!
Mrs. Hansen   
